What’s in The Giving Game
100 Tzedakah Bucks (T), the official currency
of The Giving Game
52 cards
Tzedakah box

Objective
Be the first player to give all of your Tzedakah Bucks
to tzedakah. The person left with no money first wins.

Rules
1. Shuffle the pack of cards and put them face down in
the middle.
2. Deal out the Tzedakah Bucks. Each player starts the game
with 15 x T100 Tzedakah Buck notes.
3. The remaining Tzedakah Bucks make up the Bank.
4. Place the empty tzedakah box in the middle.
5. The youngest player answers the first question.
6. Read cards to each other.
7. Donate your Tzedakah Bucks by placing them in the
tzedakah box.
8. The first player to donate all of their Tzedakah Bucks, wins!

?
? ?

Question Card

?

Are “tzedakah” and “charity” the same thing?
a. Yes, they are both about giving to those in need
b. No, charity is something nice to do, tzedakah is
a mitzvah that each one of us does with part of the
money we get
c. Yes, tzedakah tins are the same as charity tins,
so they must mean the same thing
Answer: b
The word ‘charity’ come from the Latin ‘carus’, which means
‘dear’ or ‘valued’. This reflects the act of giving as something
kind and generous. The Hebrew word ‘tzedakah’ comes from
the word ‘tzedek’, which means ‘justice’. Justice demands that
we share what we have with those who are in need. It is not
about going above and beyond the call of duty, but doing what
is right in the most simple terms.
However, since there is no English word to translate ‘tzedakah’
clearly, we use ‘charity’ when talking about tzedakah.
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True or false?
No matter how much we have, we should all give
tzedakah.
Answer: True, but the percentage is adjusted for those
who are in need themselves. In a situation where the
person feels that to give the full 10% is not affordable,
s/he should speak to a rabbi who can guide the person
through the proper halachic process of working out the
correct percentage to give.

Everyone is required to give to charity. Even a poor
person who is supported by charity must give some
of what he is given.
Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh Deah 248:1
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How do we know that we have to give tzedakah?
a. Our parents told us to
b. It is a mitzvah from the Torah
c. The rabbis made this a law after the Temple
was destroyed
Answer: b
Giving tzedakah is a mitzvah from the Torah.

There are four times the Torah mentions this important
commandment:
And you shall support him… and he shall live with you.
Vayikra 25:35
And your brother shall live with you.
Vayikra 25:36
Do not harden your heart nor close your hand against your
poor brother.
Devarim 15:7
Open your hand to him, and lend him enough [to provide]
for his needs.
Devarim 15:8
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How much tzedakah should I give?
a: 10%*
b: 20%*
c: The more, the better!
d: Both a and b
Answer: d
The rabbis gave us a minimum and a maximum amount we
can give to tzedakah. They teach us we should calculate 10%
of all money we earn, and give that to tzedakah. We should
not give less than 10%. The more one is able to give the better,
but not more than 20%, so we don’t become poor by our own
giving. There are a few unusual cases where people who are
wealthy enough to give more than 20% should do so.
* This means if you have R100, you can’t give more than R20 to
tzedakah, and you shouldn’t give less than R10 to tzedakah.
One tenth is an average contribution. And less is considered miserly.
Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh De’ah 249:1
When allocating [charity], a person shouldn’t give more than a fifth [of his/her
income] lest he himself becomes dependent on [the charity of] others.
Talmud Bavli, Ketubot 50a
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True or false?
If I give tzedakah it will make me poor.
Answer: False
Hashem made us a promise that giving tzedakah will
never make us poor.

No one ever becomes poor from [giving] tzedakah, and no
bad thing or damage comes as a result of it, as it states,
“The product of tzedakah shall be peace.” Isaiah 32:17
Code of Jewish Law, Yoreh De’ah 247:2-4
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True or false?
It isn’t worth giving small coins – there is nothing
people can do with them, so don’t bother.
Answer: False
Every act of giving is so important to Hashem, even if it’s
the smallest amount.

[Even] a person who gives just a coin (perutah*) to a poor
person will merit to greet the Shechina (Divine Presence).
Talmud Bavli, Bava Batra 10a
* Small currency denomination
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Giving is about…
a. The money
b. The way you give to the person in need
c. Both the money and the way you give
Answer: c
It’s not only about what we give – it’s about how we give it!
We should give happily, with a smile, and have something
kind to say to the person who we are giving to.

Rav Yitzchak said: “Whoever gives a coin (perutah*) to a poor
person is rewarded with six blessings, but someone who [also]
comforts him with [friendly] words, receives eleven blessings.”
Talmud Bavli, Bava Batra 9b
* Small currency denomination
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Question Card
Do we get a reward for giving?
a. Yes
b. No
c. Only in the World to Come
Answer: a

When we give to others, Hashem gives us reward in this
world and in the World to Come. He treats us with the
same kindness we use to treat others.

Rav Avin said: “When a poor person stands at your door,
the Holy One stands at the poor person’s right. If you give to him,
know that He who stands to his right will give you your reward.”
Vayikra Rabbah 34:9
Bring the tithes [of tzedakah]... [and see] if I do not open up for
you the windows of the heavens and pour out upon you blessing
without end.
Malachi 3:10
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Question Card
True or false?

Rich people are more important to Hashem
than poor people.
Answer: False
Both poor and rich people are equally important
to Hashem.

The rich and the poor meet; G-d is the Maker of them all.
Mishlei 22:2
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What should we say to someone who is begging
for food or money from us?
a. “I’ll give you next time”
b. “Not another one”
c. “I am here for you”
Answer: c
It is important to talk to people who are asking for help
with sympathy and kindness.

It is forbidden to speak harshly to a poor person or to raise
your voice and shout, for his heart is broken and crushed…
Rather, be like a father to him, in compassion and in words,
as it is said (Iyov 29:15): “I am a father to the needy.”
Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Laws of Gifts to the Poor, 10:5

300
GIVE

?
? ?

Question Card

?

Complete this sentence from the Torah: “For your
G-d is the G-d of all and the Master of all, the great,
mighty and awesome G-d…”
a. ...Who loves the rich and blesses them above all
b. ...Who can create and destroy worlds with
a single thought
c. ...Who loves the stranger, providing him with
food and clothing
Answer: c
Being great means worrying about the people who are
most in need in our community.

For your G-d is the G-d of all and the Master of all, the great,
mighty and awesome G-d, who shows no favour and
takes no bribe. He ensures justice for the orphan and the
widow, and loves the stranger, providing him with food
and clothing. You too must love the stranger, for you were
strangers in the land of Egypt.
Devarim 10:17-19
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Do we have to be asked before we give?
a. Yes
b. No
c. Sometimes
Answer: b
There are always people and organisations in need,
and even if we are not asked, we have to go out,
be proactive and find them! This requires real effort
on our part; just as we do when investing money for
business, or deciding what to spend our pocket money
on, we need to look at the different places where we
feel is best to give our tzedakah.
The way to look at tzedakah is that it doesn’t belong
to us, it was given to us by Hashem and it’s our
responsibility to find a good home for our tzedakah
money. You can discuss with your rabbi some ideas
of where your tzedakah could go.
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Should we encourage other people to give tzedakah?
a. Absolutely
b. No
c. It’s none of my business what other people do
Answer: a
We should encourage others to give.

People who encourage and motivate others to give charity
receive a greater reward than the givers themselves...
Of collectors of tzedakah and similar people, it is written,
(Daniel 12:3) “Those who lead the many to righteousness
will be like the stars [forever and ever].”
Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Laws of Gifts to the Poor, 10:6
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True or false?
You can just ignore someone who is asking you
for money.
Answer: False
Tzedakah is considered one of the most important
positive commandments so we must not turn away
anyone who asks for help. Even if we only give a small
amount, no one should be turned away empty-handed.

“Do not harden your heart nor close your hand against your poor brother.”
Devarim 15:7
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The first tzedakah box was…
a. In the Garden of Eden
b. In the Beit Hamikdash (Temple)
c. In Bavel, when the Jews were exiled
from Israel
Answer: b
There was a special box in the Beit Hamikdash
(Temple) with a hole in it. People would come and give
in secret, and if someone was in need, they could take
from it in secret.

Yehoyada the Kohen took a box and drilled a hole in its door;
and he placed it to the right of the altar, where a person
enters the house of G-d. And the Kohanim, the guards of the
threshold, would place in it all the money that was brought
into the house of the G-d.
Melachim II 12:10
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True or false?
We also give charity to non-Jews.
Answer: True
It’s important for us to show care and consideration for all
people in need. But we must remember that charity starts
with our families and community as a priority.

Our Sages have commanded us to also visit their sick and bury their
dead along with Jews, and to sustain their poor along with the Jewish
poor, so “as to [be like Hashem, Who] bring[s] peace [into the world]”,
since it says, “G-d is good to all, and His mercies extend upon to all
His works” (Psalms 145:9) and it says, “her ways [the ways of Torah]
are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace”. Proverbs 3:17
Rambam, Laws of Kings, 10:12
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Is volunteering your services considered tzedakah?
Can it be deducted from the 10% we have to give?
a. Yes, always.
b. No, not ever.
c. If you would normally have been paid for your
services, then this can be considered tzedakah.
Answer: c
If you would normally have been paid for your services, then
it would be considered tzedakah. You can allocate what they
would have paid you to your 10%. If you would not get paid
for your services, this time would be an act of chessed, which
is the kindness you do with your own time and resources,
like helping your friend move house, visiting someone who
is unwell or hosting a guest in your home,
and although a wonderful thing, would not be considered
as part of the 10%.

400
GIVE

?
? ?

Question Card

?

True or false?
The only way to secure your money forever
is to give it away.
Answer: True

The gemara in Bava Batra (11a-b) talks of a famous king, King Munbaz,
who inherits great wealth from generations of kings and queens who came
before him – and who then begins giving away large amounts to charity.
After many complaints, the king explains that previous generations had
simply saved the money in this world, where it could be lost.
But, by “giving it away” to charity, the king explains, he is storing the money
in the next world. Whenever you give money to charity, you are guaranteed
a reward in the next world. And it’s the only guaranteed investment there is.
The reward is forever and no one can touch it.
The king says, although it seems strange, the best way to hold onto
money is to give it away, because then you will be rewarded in the next
world, which is the eternal world, where you can keep the merit forever.
We cannot take money with us when we leave this world, but we can take
our mitzvahs, which will be useful forever.
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True or false?
Supporting Torah learning is part of tzedakah.
Answer: True
A very important part of giving tzedakah is to support people
learning Torah – at Jewish day schools, yeshivas and kollels.

This mitzvah [of tzedakah] was established
first and foremost to support Torah learning.
Chofetz Chaim, Ahavat Chesed 18
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What are the different ways to give tzedakah?
a. Anonymously (in secret)
b. Willingly
c. With a smile
d. All of the above
Answer: d

The Rambam has set out eight levels of giving tzedakah, based on the gemara,
as follows:
8. The highest level is a person who supports a fellow Jew who is in need by
giving him a present or loan so that he will earn money himself; entering into
partnership with him; or finding him work, that he will not have to ask others.
7. The next level is giving completely anonymously. That’s when the giver
and the receiver don’t know who gave or got.
6. The next level is when the receiver does not know who the giver was.
5. The next level is when the giver does not know who the receiver was.
4. The next level is giving [the poor person] in his hand before he asks.
3. The next level is giving him after he asks.
2. The next level is giving him less than he needs but with a smile.
1. The next level is giving unhappily.
Taken from the Rambam,
Mishneh Torah, Laws on Giving to the Poor, 10:7-14
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Do we calculate our 10% to tzedakah on what
we earn before or after tax*?
a. Before
b. After
c. It doesn’t make a difference
* Money we pay to the government for living
in a country
Answer: b
We calculate our 10% based on the money we get
after paying tax.

Tax and business expenses … are deducted from [the
calculation of] one’s ma’aser (10% charity) obligation.
Shevet Halevi 5:133:4
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Who is rich?
a. Someone who appreciates what he has
b. Someone with more than R1 million
c. Someone with more than $1 million
Answer: a
Pirkei Avot teaches us that it is not how much we have,
but rather that we are happy with what we have that
makes us wealthy. A person can have all the money in the
world, but if he doesn’t think it is enough, he feels poor.

Ben Zoma says: Who is the rich one? He who is happy
with his portion [that Hashem has given him].
Pirkei Avot 4:1
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Question Card

Who of these people gave 10% of their wealth
to tzedakah?
a. Adam
b. Noach
c. Yaakov
Answer: c
Yaakov was running away from his brother Eisav, who was
out to kill him. He was travelling on the way to his uncle,
Lavan, when the sun began to set, so he found a place to rest
for the night. He had a dream in which angels were going
up and down a ladder that stretched from the ground up
into the heavens. Hashem made many promises to Yaakov,
including to look after him on the journey ahead. When he
woke up, Yaakov recommitted himself to serve Hashem and
promised to give 10% of whatever Hashem would give him,
to tzedakah.

… Everything that You give me, I will surely tithe (give 10%) for You.
Genesis 28:22

200
GIVE

?
? ?

Question Card

?

True or false?
English law once made giving anything to a healthy
beggar punishable by death.
Answer: True
Early Greek, Roman and English law outlawed begging,
making the poor and needy outcasts. The law also said
an unemployed, healthy beggar under the age of 60 could
be forced to work for anyone who needed their services!
In context, it’s incredible to realise how forward-thinking
and moral the Torah has always been. It’s taken society
many years to catch up!
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Penny for your thoughts
Discuss as a family.

If Hashem gives me something, doesn’t He mean
for me to keep it?
Hashem gives us more than we need just
so that we will be kind and give to one another.

A person must know that his/her money does not really belong
to him/her, but has been deposited with him/her to handle
according to the wishes of the true owner (Hashem). And it is
His will that the person distribute some of it to the poor. Indeed,
this (the part he gives away) is the most precious part of his
wealth, as it says (Isaiah 58:8): “And your charity shall go before
you [to your eternal reward].”
Rabbi Yaakov ben Asher, Tur, Yoreh Deah 247

Penny for your thoughts
Discuss as a family.

Are we all born wanting to give, or do we have
to teach ourselves to be givers?
Some people find it easier to give than others. But
giving is something that we all have to learn.

Rabbi Meir said: “When a person comes into this world as a baby,
his fists are clenched, as if to say, ‘The entire world is mine
and I intend to hold on to it!’ But when a person dies and
leaves this world, his hands are open, as if to say, ‘Nothing
I acquired is really mine [for I must leave everything behind!]’”
Kohelet Rabbah 5:14

Penny for your thoughts
Discuss as a family.

What do you think is the difference between the
mitzvah of loving-kindness (chessed) and the
mitzvah of tzedakah?
Our rabbis taught: “Gemilut chasadim (loving-kindness)
is greater than tzedakah in three ways: acts of tzedakah
involve only one’s money – gemilut chasadim can involve
both money or a personal service. Tzedakah can be given
only to the poor – gemilut chasadim can be done for both
the rich and the poor. Tzedakah can be given only
to the living – gemilut chasadim can be done for both
the living and the dead.”
Talmud Bavli, Sukkah 49b

Penny for your thoughts
Discuss as a family.

What should you do if you don’t know how to work
out your 10% properly, or if you’re concerned about
how to distribute your tzedakah?
Answer: The best thing to do when you’re unsure of
a halacha is to ask your rabbi to help you. He can
explain the laws of tzedakah to you in more detail, and
guide you on the correct way to distribute your money.
Your rabbi will be more than happy to lend a hand.

Penny for your thoughts
Discuss as a family.

What can we learn from this story?
In the eighteenth century, Rabbi Yeshaya Muskat of
Prague would wait for a blind man to set up a shop
outside his house every morning so that he could pass by
and buy all of the poor man’s goods. The neighbours saw
this and asked the rabbi one day why he did not simply
give the man money every week as tzedakah,
so the pauper did not have to drag his goods across the
city and set up every morning. Rabbi Yeshaya replied:
“Don’t you see how much pride the blind man takes in his
enterprise? Don’t you see how he considers himself to be
a successful businessman and not a helpless beggar?”

Tzedakah Challenge
Change money with the person
on your right.

SWAP

Tzedakah Challenge
Change money with anyone
in the game.

SWAP

Tzedakah Challenge
Who can list the most tzedakah organisations
in your community, while standing on one leg?
These days, one of the main ways of giving
tzedakah is helping our community organisations
serve people’s vital needs. We are blessed that
there are so many vibrant organisations in our
community, such as our shuls, Jewish schools,
welfare, security, medical and social care
organisations. Our tzedakah ensures that this holy
work can continue.
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Tzedakah Challenge
Flip this card in the air.
If it lands with this side face up, it’s your lucky day,
donate T100.
If not, collect T100.

100

GIVE OR TAKE

Donation station
We have never seen or heard of a Jewish
community that does not have a tzedakah fund.
Rambam, Mishneh Torah,
Laws of Gifts to the Poor, 9:3
Everyone give T100 to tzedakah.

100

ALL GIVE

Donation station
“The correct use of money is an opportunity,
a challenge to make the right choices and
become more holy.”
Rav Tzadok HaKohen, Machshavot Charutz 7
Everyone give T100 to tzedakah.

100

ALL GIVE

Donation station
You got a bonus at work of T5000!
Give 10% or T500 to tzedakah.
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Donation station
This card can only be played on Simchat Torah.
Donate all your Tzedakah Bucks to your shul.

ALL
GIVE

Donation station
Yom Kippur is coming.
Donate T400 to charity.

Three things cancel the harshness of a decree:
prayer, tzedakah, and repentance.
Bereishit Rabbah 44:12

400
GIVE

Donation station
It’s payday!
It’s payday and you earned 1 000 Tzedakah Bucks!
Give 10%* to tzedakah now.

The Sages set a minimum of 10% that we should give
to tzedakah.
* This means you should give T100 to tzedakah.

One should give up to a fifth of one’s possession, which
is doing the mitzvah in an exceptional fashion. One tenth
is an average contribution. And less is considered miserly.
Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh De’ah 249:1

10%
GIVE

Donation station
Rabbi Asi said: “Tzedakah is equal [in value] to all
of the other commandments [combined].”
Talmud Bava Batra 9a
Everyone give T200 to tzedakah.
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ALL GIVE

Donation station
Bar/Bat Mitzvah!
It was your bar/bat mitzvah and you want to give
tzedakah of 10% from all the money you collected.
Yay! Give T300 to tzedakah.
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Donation station
It’s Purim time!
Give T200 to tzedakah to fulfil the mitzvah
of matanot le’evyonim (gifts for the poor).

“To make them days of feasting and gladness, and for
sending delicacies to one another and gifts to the poor.”
Esther 9:22
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Donation station
It’s yom tov time!
Give T300 to tzedakah to help a family in need have
a good yom tov.
We have wonderful organisations in the community,
where you can give tzedakah at yom tov time –
give generously to them so they can help others
to celebrate yom tov!

When a person eats and drinks [at a yom tov meal], he must
provide food for the stranger, the orphan, and the widow,
along with other poor people. But whoever locks the doors
of the courtyard, and eats and drinks with his wife and children,
and does not provide food and drink for poor or suffering
people, this is not a ‘mitzvah celebration’, but a ‘celebration
of the belly’… and this kind of celebration is a disgrace.
Rambam, Mishneh Torah,
Laws of the Festivals 6:18
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Donation station
It’s Pesach time.
Donate T200 to make sure that every Jew can have a Seder.
Every community has a special fund for Pesach, originally
intended to provide the poor with matzah. This collection
is known as ma’ot chitim, “the wheat fund”. The first time we
learn about this special collection is more than 1600 years
ago from the Talmud Yerushalmi – and we’ve been making
sure the matzah is plenty and wine cups are full all over the
world ever since.
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Hiccup card
You got money when your tooth fell out,
and forgot to give tzedakah.
Oops! Miss this turn.

SKIP!

Hiccup card
It’s your birthday!
Collect T100 from
each player.

100

COLLECT

Hiccup card
You gave tzedakah with a frown.
Collect T100.

100

COLLECT

Hiccup card
You didn’t give your 10% to tzedakah this year.
Collect T300.

300

COLLECT

Hiccup card
You won a competition at school which
came with a cash prize.
Collect T300.

300

COLLECT

Hiccup card
You received Chanukah gelt from your
great aunty.
Collect T200.

200

COLLECT

